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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Danis et al. (USPN: 6215480), hereinafter Danis. 

Regarding claims 1 , 9, and 17, the Examiner notes that these claims are similarly 

related and can be considered together. Danis discloses a pen device with a cylindrical 

housing (Fig. 1, element 10) and a weight (Fig. 3, element 32) disposed within the 

cylindrical housing and rotationally coupled relative to the housing (col. 3, lines 28-46). 

The weight rotates within the cylindrical housing to measure the rotational energy of the 

cylindrical housing. Danis does not discuss the amount of friction between the weighted 

cam and the cylindrical housing; however, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art 

that the weighted cam would create friction with the interior walls of the pen body and 

absorb some of the rotational energy of the cylindrical housing relative to the weight. 

The friction between the cam and the cylindrical body would then inhibit the movement 

of the weight and the amount of friction would be chosen so that the weight moved 

enough within the body to keep the display facing the desired angle as the pen body is 

rotated. The amount of friction caused would be a matter of design choice based on 

substances chosen for the surfaces of the weight and housing. 
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Regarding claims 4, 14, and 21, Danis discloses providing a weighted cam 
rotationally coupled within the cylindrical housing (Fig. 3, element 32; col. 3, lines 28- 
46). At the time of invention it would be a matter of design choice to construct the 
weighted cam as a single solid piece or a weight attached to a shaft allowing the weight 
to rotate around the axis of the shaft. In either arrangement, it would be obvious that 
the axis of rotation would need to be the longitudinal axis of the cylinder or parallel to 
that axis. Otherwise, the weighted cam would not rotate in time with the pen housing 
and the display would not be correctly updated with the motion of the pen. Thus, the 
weighted cam described by Danis could be altered into a weight coupled to a shaft and 
would be disposed along the long axis of the cylindrical housing for measuring the 
rotation of the pen. 

Regarding claim 18, Danis discloses providing the weight inside the cylindrical 
housing to be rotationally moved (col. 3, lines 28-46). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 5-8, 10-13, 15, 16, 19, and 20, the Examiner notes that 
friction is caused by all surfaces in contact with one another and it would be a matter of 
design choice for providing a frictional surface along the surface of the weight, the 
cylindrical housing or along a shaft supporting the weight within the pen device. The 
location of frictional surfaces could be all 3 or any combination of the surfaces 
depending on the desired level of friction and the coefficient of friction provided by the 
materials selected for construction of the pen. 
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Conclusion 



2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



a weight disposed inside the pen for rotating along an axis to determine the movement 
and alignment of the pen. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven E. Holton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7903. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571 ) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Steven E. Holton 
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applicant's disclosure. Sun (UsPgPub: 2005/0088425) discloses a pen input device with 



January 19, 2007 




AMR A. AWAD 



